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NTENDING only to express
their esteem, admirers of Presi-
dent Roosevell Ilnwtqlmut the
world have greatly embarrassed
him by their showers of gifts.
M agnificent antiered heads
from the happy hunting grounds
of pmlunzn or splendid pelts,
trophies of some exciting shoot
in the Rockies, no doubt interest
and please him. They recall the

days when he took part in the
chase, as joyous and care-free

as a boy out of school. Besides,
sportsman always values such

a

evidences of [rit /1:1}/’11/' on thes /’:I” of
- -

'S

indred spirits

But swhat i‘k:r.’/'.'.“'; use has he ,"or a
Ni lioness, a Gelada baboon, an
ostrich, a sebra or a black bear?

All these antmals, and many more,

hu‘". e bed
to the Presi
clined o tak.

n sent to the U'/u}'r House as gifts
lent. Were Mr. Roosevelt in-
up the u,f of a showman he

could start with a large and varied menage-
rie. /"14 are birds of many kinds, too,
in the collection.

iWhile a great source of delight to the
Roosevelt children, this choice collection v/
1‘ asts and irds would [”"‘. 7 dt'fid(’(i/}'
embarrassing if kept at Il hite House.
They are not exactly parlor pets, nor can
they be kept in the cellar. (‘mt‘e’(]m'luf'

the I:‘l;-.::uu n /.w has been greatly en-
ou

riched vorld's friends [zvp for

aoh f,‘(r

i N

¢ Y
dent.

the ])z'

Lincoln Park Zoo census
tor to set down in one eolumn
of un'mdlw and birds in the

“R velt menagerie,” this result would appear:
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said to be enjoying the best of

health and spirits. Of the contributions sent to
the zoo from the 1 House, only one, a
Gelada bab« on, failed to appreciate the great
ness thrust upon it, and yielded up its Simian
ghost.
As presentation of gifts to the
>resid y informal prceeeding.
| express, by mail, by messen-
el that happens to be conveni-
ent
S igns for them, and presently one
of 1 secretaries ;u'l-::w';h-»'l',;cs their
arrival i ter of thanks.
is kept, but it is the testimony of all
connected with the White House that
r hefore been so many gifts de-

s during the Roosevelt oecupation.

so many animals or birds have

ne been presented to a chief magis
1 Il te House r enagerie would reveal
a modest zoo were all the gifts retained at the
Exeeutive sion.

Of ¢ AMr. Roosevelt has received a
great because he was President
of the and the most generally
popular t country has ever had.

Others have come from his unconventional
but sincere friends in the West, who have
bunted with him \\}.u sent- them, 1. 1 be-
cause h s Pres , but because they ad-
mired him as a good :A ..‘w\‘.. »

Because ] X ecepts things as given
to the I i te the man, however,
many pr ts have ide nominally to
Mrs. Rooseve r th iren, in the hope that
they would be epted as personal rather than
official

Preside R reputation as a

v responsible for the
3 that go to increase the

character of

v ki :

Sh ’ oi sturdy mountaineers of
the R eed in eapturing aMve the mon-
arch ol zzlies, their first unpuise, un-

2y i

doubtedly, would be to box up the big animal
and forward it, posthuste, to the White House.
But why should 111« man who succeeds in

making golden eagle captive, or who brings
from its perch in the woods a monster gpecimen
of tribe, immediately conclude that

uld prove an aceeptable «ift to Mr. Roose-

it
ve or )'E:‘.|~;!t,‘..' addition to the Prm‘idvnt's
ini 8§ i

On car blamé: Menelik, Fmperor
of for fancying that a eollection of

the choicest wild animals of his Somali desert
would please the American ruler.
tentates of the East are accustomed to
send to one another, as eviderces of estéem/
stately elephants, splendid lions and other fine
representafives of the animal kingdom.
Congequently, when the dusky ruler™of”
Abyssigia desired to“express in fiftting wanner
bis fMendship for the President of the great
United Btates, he gaihered up and shipped to

Washington the nucleus of a menagerie.

The animals arrived ir November, 1904.
The lot consisted of a lionezs of Abyssinia, and
one representing another North African species;
a Somali zebra, a Somali ostrich and t¥o
Gelada bahoons.

Mr. Roosevelt did not even receive this
interesting collextion 'ut the White House, but
bad it haulcd avay directly to the zoo.

Sometime later His Highness,. Bl Hadii
Abdullah Sedik Basha Hackel of Harrar and
a few other things, who came to this country as
special commeércial envoy of the FEmperor
Menelik, brought other gifts for the Pr-.udcn:
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but-there were no live animals among them.

Fhe new lot consisted of.four big elephant
tusks, a huge liop skin and a superb stuffed
leopard mounted on an artific sial-stup, grewing
from artifieial ground.~

Not all the gifts of living creatures made
to thc iPresident have consisted of wild ani-
m Ong “that, he, highly appreciates' is _the
ri ng ]’mnzb w yommxr prv»u)tcd to Mr. Roose

velt by tzw “¢itizens of the State of thar name.
autiful animal, high-Sred and of great

specd. Wyoming is a chestnut bay with white

points.
While on his memorable western trip Mr.

Roosevelt rode Wyoming, the last relay made
by the horse being the seventy- -mile streteh from.
Laramie to C heyvenne. )
That was a ride to be remembered. deverai
of those who made the trip were nearly worn
out with fatigue when they arrived -at Chey-
enne, but the President seemed to be almost as
fresh as when he started, although he had been
eight hours in the saddle. X
~ In order that be might not forget the in-
spiration of the rlains, even when riding upon
the well-kept roads aboat Washington, Mr.
Roosevelt’s admirers in the Southwest have pre-
scnted him wi‘h a wonderful saddle, with 2l the

heart

elaborate ornamentation that delights the
of the cowboy of the Texas border.

Other friends and admirers from .the land
of the cowboys znd prairie hunters have sent,
from tim. to time, some splendid pelts until
there is nov: at the White House a really mag-
nificent colleetion of skins,

Among the earliest gifts mace to Mr.
Roosevelt were several splendid antlered heads,
which hang from the walls of greal State
dining room.

These are among the most highly valued of
the gifts that have been showered upon
Roosevelt while in office.




